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DISCLAIMER
Any opinions, views, criticisms,  ideas, endorsements etc. shared in the works in 
this zine are the ĦƖĲċƣŸƖоċƨƣőŸƖќƚ own. Bacup Zine does not support or endorse 
any specific opinion or view, it simply facilitates  contributors  in sharing their own 
work(s) including when this contains any kind of opinion, personal view, criticism,  
praise, endorsement, etc.
People knowingly contribute to this zine without getting paid, and the zine is and 
always will  be available free of charge digitally as well as through a limited 
number of printed copies. This means no money is being made from this in any 
way as this is a community project, not a commercial project.
Please ĬŸŰќƣ sell the zine, because it ĬŔĬŰќƣ cost you anything to obtain it. If you 
feel you must offer it for sale to people who could not access a free printed copy, 
only charge the actual postage costs so no profit  is made from this sale.

COPYRIGHTDISCLAIMER
All rights reserved. No part of this publication  may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, by any means, including mechanical, 
electronic, recording or otherwise, if this is for any kind of commercial or financial 
gain.
If you want to share the cover or some pages of the zine to spread the word about 
the zine or because you contributed to it, then go for it: please direct people to the 
ǍŔŰĲќƚ online presence (see below) and use #OL13bacupzine and #bacupzine in 
your post. 
Please ĬŸŰќƣ charge people in any way, even if they only have to pay in the form of 
providing their e-mail address or other personal data to access this zine: the zine 
is not yours to use in this way. Contact the editor/publisher  (Alex van der Wateren 
(almalauha)) if you have any questions.

CONTACTTHEEDITOR/PUBLISHER
Bacup Zine website: www.OL13bacupzine.org
E-mail: almalauha@gmail.com
Instagram: www.instagram.com/almalauhacrafts

ReUSEand ReCYCLE
If ǃŸƨќƖĲ done reading your copy of Bacup Zine and ĬŸŰќƣ want to keep it, please 
pass it on to someone else or donate it back to where you obtained it so someone 
else can read it. Alternatively, use the zine for your own arts and crafts such as 
scrapbooking, collage art, or turn a page into a small booklet!

THANKSTO
The ABD Centre in Bacup, the Bacup Museum, the Bacup Library, and all people 
who contributed to this edition of Bacup Zine.
Thanks to Rossendale Borough Council for a Community Partnership Grant to 
cover the printing costs of this first edition of Bacup Zine.



MESSAGEFROMTHEEDITOR
Congrats on having found OL13 ш Bacup Zine! I kickstarted this zine after taking a 
mini-zine workshop in Waterfoot (Rossendale, Lancashire) in 2025 thinking љìőǃ 
not make a zine for Bacup, because Bacup ĬŸĲƚŰќƣ seem to have anything like 
this.њ So here we are!

The idea for Bacup Zine is arts, crafts, and writing workshops free to attend where 
people who live in and around Bacup (Rossendale) can create (almost) anything 
they like that is somehow related to (life in and around) Bacup, past or present (or 
dreams for the future). These contributions  will  then end up in the zine. fƣќƚ an 
opportunity for people to do some crafts, to do a bit of writing, to just play around 
with content creation in an informal and relaxed setting. fƣќƚ also an opportunity to 
share memories, life experiences, interests, anecdotes etc. for and about Bacup.

The zine is accessible online free of charge, and a limited  number of printed 
copies are available free of charge from public sites in Bacup. Up-to-date 
information on where to get a printed copy is available on the ǍŔŰĲќƚ website and 
social media presence.

Finally, a little  bit about me, the facilitator,  editor, graphic designer, and publisher. 
I am Alex, an artist in Bacup but I am not from here. I moved here a few years ago 
and found the area could use something like a zine to get people involved and 
engaged in publishing, to create something tangible that we can all be proud of. 
My professional background is in science and science communication,  but I have 
always been active doing arts and crafts in my spare time (mainly fashion design, 
garment making, collage, acrylic painting, and photography). I am now dipping my 
toes into teaching art workshops.

My aim is to keep Bacup Zine going with two editions per year: an Autumn/Winter 
edition and a Spring/Summer edition. This way, we will  have an ongoing record of 
life in Bacup.

CONTRIBUTIONS
The artistic  contributions  were made during the two workshop sessions at The 
ABD Centre in Bacup, held on November 22, 2025, and on January 10, 2026. Some 
of the poetry was created at other times, and I wrote the interviews and articles at 
my own leisure.
I hope that for future editions other people are interested in submitting especially 
articles as those ĦċŰќƣ be as easily made during a workshop: there is no lower or 
upper age limit  for sending a contribution,  so whether you are 9 or 90, please do 
contribute something if ǃŸƨќƻĲ got something to say or share! If you are interested 
in contributing to a next edition of Bacup Zine, please contact  the editor to 
discuss your ideas.
(Cover: edited photo of an old stone carving now part of the Wall of History Garden in Bacup, by Alex van der Wateren)





Contributions:

Quarry man |
Bacup Museum collage |  
The Bacup mosaic trail | 

   MEN no pause | 
Mini zine | 

Bacup collage | 
Apex example | 

Charlie cat |
A chat with Lesley Wolstenholme | 

A walk in the park |
Landscape collage |  

²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ Χ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L Řƻ μ 
Time for a dream |

The Britannia Coconutters |
UFO Valley collage |

Craft Swap at The ABD Centre |
Mosaic collage |

¸Ŝ hƭŘΩŜ Iƛƭƭōƛƭƭȅ .ŀƪŜǊȅ μ
Bacup goes global! |

The Irwell watercolour |
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Alex van der Wateren
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Alex van der Wateren
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Alex van der Wateren
Alex van der Wateren
Alex van der Wateren



Quarry Man ï Darby Walsh 

his  life  of  pins  and  feathers

dry  walls  and  terraced  rows

slop  stones  smooth  parlour  floors

door  steps  for  donkey  stones

flags  for  City  squares  and  monuments

granite  hard  hands  a  stone  dust  tale

in  his  forties  wheezing  like  a  dry  concertina

his  gravestone  ready  before  his  time



(Kelly Partridge)


